SPEAKING NOTES FOR MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF WATER AND HOUSING, THE HON. C. EVERALD WARMINGTON AT THE GROUNDBREAKING FOR THE CASCADE WATER SUPPLY SCHEME.
Greetings:  - Mr. Chairman;  Member of Parliament, Ernest Smith; Representatives of the National Water Commission, and Rural Water; Contractors; members of the media, ladies and gentlemen.  It is my pleasure, indeed my honour to be here with you today for this groundbreaking ceremony for the Cascade Water Supply System.
OPENING REMARKS
I’ve said it before but I’m going to begin by saying it again.   Jamaica has adequate water sources. 
The real challenge we have in this country, is not finding water, but how to get it to residents, particularly in our rural communities in the hilly interior of the island, or in areas prone to prolonged dry spells.

But it’s a challenge that the Ministry, and its partners are tackling, parish by parish, community by community, household by household so that every single resident of this country can turn on a tap and get water.
Cascade, White Sand and Bohemia are important steps in this process. 
Between them these three communities have fifteen hundred households and six thousand residents.  
To some, these numbers may seem like a mere drop in the bucket, but to us in the Ministry  of Water and Housing, they represent yet another step in our own goal which is an extension of the United Nations Millennium Development Goal,  to provide safe drinking water to all by the Year 2015.
We have made some noteworthy steps towards this goal.  
Since this administration assumed office, 14 projects totaling 89-million dollars have been signed and tenders returned for others, in a number of rural communities in several parishes.

They include including St Catherine; Manchester; Portland; Clarendon; Hanover; St. Elizabeth and here today in Cascade St. Ann.  

Some projects are already under construction, including the KMA Water Supply and Rehabilitation; the Ferry Water Supply System and the Old Harbour Water Supply.

Several commissioning ceremonies have also been carried out for water supply schemes including the Christiana/Spalding Water Supply Project ; Whitehorses/ Botany Bay/Pamphret Water Supply Scheme in St. Thomas and the Braco Water Supply Scheme.

This groundbreaking ceremony today will see the completion of works on the Cascade Water Supply Scheme to benefit the three communities mentioned earlier.   

 I really love attending events like this because it means that fewer residents in fewer communities will be forced to walk for miles with heavy containers, straining their backs to catch water for cooking, washing and cleaning.  
It means that less time will be spent going to and from water sources, and more time spent engaged in productive activities. 
It means one less child will get diarrhoea, or some other illness from drinking contaminated water.   
It means healthier, cleaner households and by extension, healthier, cleaner and more productive communities.  
The Ministry is keeping the momentum going to provide water to communities across the length and breadth of Jamaica, so I know I’ll be participating in more events of this nature in the future.  
BACKGROUND TO THE PROJECT
I’ve been given a little background on the project.  Cascade, White Sand and Bohemia, I’m told, were part of a large water distribution system.  
Water was distributed to the communities through small pipelines by way of standpipes and supplied to the system at Bohemia which was previously run by the Parish Council but is now operated by the NWC.

However, with the growth in the population of these communities, it became obvious that an additional source would be needed to supply the increase in demand.
A study was carried out, and it was found that the Lower Cascade River could be the alternative source to supply the communities.

The first phase of the project which was undertaken in 2002, saw over 10 kilometres of  pipelines being laid as well as the construction of  Water Treatment Plant in Lower Cascade.  Unfortunately work had to stop due to the lack of budgetary support.

But as they say, ‘every cloud has a silver lining’ and the necessary funds were approved  in last year’s budget for the project to recommence.

WORKS TO BE CARRIED OUT
Two contracts were tendered for the works. 

One, valued at  J$3.2 Million, went to W.G. Northover and Associates for the laying of  additional pipelines to link the treatment works to the  transmission pipelines. 

The other contract which we’re breaking ground for here this morning, will see the completion of the work on the Water Treatment Plant.  It was awarded to Bacchus Engineering Works Limited in the sum of J$9.4 million.

The transmission pipeline will carry water from the treatment plant by way of 6” by 2” pipelines to residents of Lower Cascade and to a proposed Lift Station.

From there, water will be pumped to a 45-thousand litre or ten thousand gallon storage tank at White Sand, and I’m told tenders have already been received for this.

The water will then be distributed by gravity to the existing galvanized pipeline and will be incorporated into the distribution network to supply the communities.

The scope of  work to be done on the project includes:

· the laying of pipelines
·  the construction of an intake at the river to carry the water to the treatment plant  via pipeline

·   The construction of a Sand  Filter Treatment Plant
· Fabricating and erecting a 45,000 litre storage/distribution tank

· Upgrading and interlinking the existing 37 mm galvanized iron pipeline into the system to form part of the distribution network

· And the construction of a lift station at Lower Cascade

When it’s completed, you should receive a safe and reliable supply of water right in your homes.
CONCLUDING REMARKS
I want to urge all of you to play your part in ensuring that you receive the water you need on a daily basis. 
Co-operate, not only with the contractors as they construct it for you, but with the National Water Commission which will operate the system. 
Pay your bills so the system can be maintained and will supply 
 you with water for years to come.  
Also, help us to help you by reporting any illegal connections or any acts of vandalism, as they will interrupt your supply. 

Most of all, take care of your water sources as our fresh water sources are important.  
A finished product is as good as the raw material that goes into making it, and even though the water you get will be treated,  it helps greatly in that process if the source is already clean to begin with. 
 So please try to keep the Cascade River free of garbage and other pollutants. 
 You know the “Rime of the Ancient Mariner”  …”Water, Water everywhere,, but nary a drop to drink”.  We all need to ensure that we continue to have good, clean water, not just for ourselves but for future generations to come.
Once again, it was my absolute pleasure to be here with you today.  Thank you and God Bless.                                                                                                                                          
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