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SALUTATIONS


To understand the importance of water, we only have to look at all the aspects of life it touches.  It is important because we need in for all economic aspects of life such as, manufacturing, agriculture, construction and tourism to name just a few.

If we all agree that water is critical to our daily lives, then we should  do as much as we can to protect it and ensure the sustainable management.

Due to mismanagement, we need to ask ourselves whether we will have enough to supply this generation and generations to come. As of now we must take steps to manage this critical resource.
As far back as 1992, at an International Conference on Water and the Environment in Dublin, Ireland it was noted that “the threat to sustainable development from the scarcity and misuse of fresh water was growing, and that human health and welfare, food security, industrial development and our eco systems are all at risk unless water and land resources are managed more effectively than they have been in the past”.

Thirteen years later in 2005 the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Syntheses Report, reveals that approximately 60-percent of the ecosystems and related areas that support life on earth are being downgraded due to the growing 
demand for food, fresh water, fiber and fuel.  

The report further states that the degradation of eco systems services could worsen and is a barrier to achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals (MGD) for Water and Sanitation. This calls for immediate and decisive action.

We have a minefield of challenges; increasing demand from growing number of consumers, finite sources that are threatened by overuse and pollution and improvements to our distribution infrastructure that are hampered by a lack of funds.

So what can we do? Having identified these problems we need to examine some of the solutions.

Therefore the improved management of our watershed is important if we must have a constant supply of water. Degradation of our environment compromises our water system and leads to reduction of rainfall. 
Continued degradation also results in soil erosion which sometimes destroys important elements of our water infrastructure requiring costly treatment and replacement.  

Erosion causes additional expense and burden on taxpayers as in many instances entire communities must be relocated as their homes are either flooded or washed away. 
The government is presently in the process of establishing effective legislation to ensure the protection of our water resources and coastlines and to prevent building in flood plains.

The supply, distribution and treatment of water is an expensive process and we are caught up in the debate of how it should be financed. The debate is between social need and economic supply. Cost recovery versus subsidies.

The goal is to achieve predictable and sustainable inflows from all sources.

The cost to upgrade and expand the system is tremendous but, we must find a way to provide the capital to improve our water systems and wastewater treatment plants and not overburden the paying customers. 
The National Water Commission, our major supplier of water and sewerage services in Jamaica, continues to provide more households with potable water fully functional sewerage systems. It currently serves 70% of the population and provides 90% of our potable water. 
However, only 30% have wastewater treatment, the other 70% use septic tanks or onsite disposal.
The National Environmental and Planning Agency (NEPA) has now made it a requirement that all sewage should be treated to the tertiary level.

$US55 Million Jamaican dollars is being spent to upgrade infrastructure for both sewage and water in the Kingston Metropolitan Area.  
Additionally, Soapberry, a major wastewater project in St. Catherine is being built to serve our capital city as well as sections of St. Catherine. On completion, pollution in the Kingston Harbour will be reduced and the marine life will be improved.
I know that Trinidad is on a similar path as ours as they are building a  US$39 million wastewater treatment plant to serve Port of Spain.

And the Barbados Water Authority, in addition to its capacity to treat 
2.6 million liters per day, is planning to construct two other sewerage systems for the south and west coasts so that wastewater effluents can be reused.

All of us in the region are faced with the challenge of financing of our water systems. 
However, some of our international funding agencies have been helping to finance the required infrastructure.

I must make special mention of the Inter-American Development Bank( IDB), the Caribbean Development Bank and the China National Overseas Economic Cooperation. Much of our capital developments still come from expensive commercial loans backed by sovereign commercial paper.
However, even more significant investments in the water sector are needed if we are to meet the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations target by 2015.

Governments cannot do it alone so we have to continue to partner with our overseas lending agencies as well as the private sector for proper water investment opportunities.

Conservation of our potable water is another important aspect as it is estimated that we use approximately 700 liters each day per family for domestic purposes alone. Some may have implemented many water saving technologies but this needs to become the norm.
Some immediate methods of conservation can be adopted:
They include:

· Low Flow shower heads to save on the volume of water used

· Low flush toilets which use a maximum of 1.6. gallons of water per flush, compared with about 3.5 gallons of water used by a standard toilet.  

· Waterless urinals. In this case, the urinal bowl surfaces are urine repellent.

· Faucet aerators which are just as effective as regular faucets for washing hands and dishes, but they break the water flow into fine droplets thereby utilizing less water.

· Wastewater recycling.  Our wastewater can be re-used for flushing toilets or for watering the garden.

· Some budding entrepreneurs may want to take a look at setting up waterless car washes for those of us who like to drive shiny cars and spend every other day washing them.

· Last but not least, one tried, tested and proven way some of our rural citizens have been collecting water for decades...rainwater harvesting.
· In fact, rainwater harvesting may be the answer to a number of water woes being experienced by the residents of some parishes.  

Water companies can adopt:
· Energy efficient distribution
· Wastewater recycling

· Rainwater harvesting

As water touches so many aspects of our lives, economic development goes hand in hand with the preservation of our watersheds and water sources. 
We therefore need to sensitize and gain the support of the public in our conservation and water management efforts.

As we commence our discussions on these critical issues, it is my  hope that we will be able to chart an effective course forward for the small island states of the Caribbean through sustained development. Although we have some way to go to achieve the Integrated Water Resources Management ideal, here in Jamaica we have made great strides in the reform of the water sector in terms of policy, regulations, service provision and allocation of water resources. 
We are in good company with other countries in the region such as St. Lucia, Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago who have strengthened their legal, policy and institutional frameworks for water resources management through the design of National Water Policies.

I look forward to work with our international partners, our regional financing institutions such as the IDB, Caribbean Water and Wastewater Association, Global Water Partners and Caribbean Environmental Health Institute (CEHI). 
It is my hope that in the near future all the Caribbean will have a common and manageable Integrated Water Resources Management Programme. 
I am proposing that when we leave here we ensure that there is a follow up programme for the development of effective water management policy in the region.
The water crisis facing all of us is real, it is current and it will not go away unless we act now. When we leave here it must be with one single purpose, ACTION… …. Action to stem the loss and secure the future of our water resources.
I thank you
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